
Reading at Threshfield 

Primary School 



The Importance of Reading 



Reading Through School 

At Threshfield Primary School, we are committed to teaching our pupils to be-come skilled readers who 

develop a comprehensive understanding of words, language and texts as they move through school. They 

learn to read and then read to learn. Through using a range of strategies, our aim is to ensure that pupils 

develop a love of reading so that they can read for purpose and for pleasure. We provide pupils with a range 

of strategies in order to do this. 
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Reception and Key Stage One 

Phonics 

Systematic synthetic phonics is taught using The Little Wandle Letters and Sound Revised 

programme throughout reception and year one.  Whole-class teaching takes place on a daily basis. 

Four new sounds are taught each week using flashcards and some interactive resources and the 

learning from the week is revisited on Fridays.  

Lessons are kept fast-paced and last no more than 30 minutes. The format of each lesson is kept 

identical to ensure that children focus solely on the acquisition of the new sounds, minimising 

cognitive overload.  

Formative assessment takes place during all phonics lessons, quickly identifying who has or has not 

achieved the new taught sound. These children are then provided with interventions on the same 

day, to make sure children do not fall behind their peers.  

Phonics does not stand alone at Threshfield Primary School. We integrate this into many areas of 

the curriculum, referring back to sounds and strategies wherever possible. 

Our full phonics programme, plus our phonics parents information video can all be found on our 

school website under: Curriculum, English and Phonics. To observe a phonics session in action, 

please contact the school office to make an appointment to observe a lesson.  

 

 

  



Early Reading 

Small Group Reading 

In reception and year one, in order for pupils to apply their phonic knowledge and develop their 

fluency and comprehension skills, the children read in small groups led by a trained adult, three 

times a week. The children are grouped based upon their current phonic knowledge. Over the 

course of the week, the groups read the same, phonetically decodable book three times, each time 

focussing on a different aspect of reading. This book is then sent home for the children to celebrate 

their reading success with their family and friends.  

 

Weekly group reading plan 

Read 1 Decoding the book 

Day One Pupils use their phonic knowledge to decode the words on the pages. The 

  focus is solely on this rather than comprehension and understanding. 
    

Read 2 Reading for speed / fluency 

Day Two This is another opportunity for the pupils to apply their phonic knowledge but 

  slightly quicker. Pupils should recognise some of the words the second time 

  round. Adults should model prosody (intonation, expression, pausing and 

  phrasing) when they read. 
    

Read 3 Comprehension 

Day Three This time, the pupils read the book again but, by now, they are quite familiar 

  with the words. We ask the pupils what they think about what is happening 

  as they read: do they understand what they are reading? 

    

Reading at Home 

Children in reception and year one are sent home with two eBooks per week. These books are all 

decodable and have already been read in school. After the children have read the books three 

times, the book is sent home so the children can celebrate their reading with their parents. Your 

child should confidently read this book and should automatically read the majority of the words, 

only having to sound out around 5% of the book.  

The children also take home a book to share. This book is extremely important in prompting your 

child to become an enthusiastic reader. An enjoyment of reading is what we are wanting to 

achieve with our children. Research undoubtably reflects that children who have a love of reading, 

have much more of a chance to achieving high grades in their GCSE and continuing into further 

education, whether that be academic or vocational.  

Lots of information to support reading at home and sharing books together can be found on our 

website.  



Year Two 

Phonics / spelling 

The year two children follow the program: Read, Write, Inc Spell which supports the teaching of 

phase 6 Letters and Sounds.  

Any children who have not achieved all the phonetical sounds are supported further through 

interventions.  

Phase 6 focuses on turning pupils into fluent readers and accurate spellers by teaching them 

fundamental grammatical skills, such as verb tenses, suffixes, additional spelling rules and helpful 

spelling techniques.  

Group reading 

In year two, pupils read within a small group once a week, reading a book that is appropriate for their 

reading level. Within these groups, the pupils read the book as well as talking and discussing their 

opinions and feelings with the teacher. This creates a real chance for the pupils to understand what 

they are reading and clear up any misconceptions. We focus our theme of questioning on the 

VIPERS framework strands. 

We also focus our teaching on the National Curriculum and the end of key stage one English 

Reading framework.  

 

Reading at Home 

Pupils progress through the Big Cats reading scheme; these are books similar to the ones used in 

the younger year groups. The books sent home are matched to each child’s reading level. The 

scheme exposes the children to a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction books, which broadens their 

knowledge, vocabulary and interest.  

 

Whole Class Reading Sessions 

We have whole-class reading sessions daily. Books are shared with the children. They are 

discussed. They are repeated. They are enjoyed.  

  



Reading books in Early Year Foundation 

Stage and Key Stage One 

Individual and group reading books used in the EYFS and year one progress according to their 

sound content. Pupils’ reading books are chosen according to their phonic knowledge.  

In each reading book, there is useful information for the reader and the listener. Phonemes that will 

be covered in the book are at the front ready to be practised, as well as the common exception and 

high-frequency words that are going to appear through the book.  

When pupils come across these words, the children should be reading them automatically, with very 

few words having to be sounded out.  

At the back of each reading book, there are specific questions linked with various reading skills. This 

is something we really encourage parents to use to ensure the child has a good understanding of 

what they have just read and develops your child’s inference and deduction skills. 

We use the Big Cats Little Wandle Reading Scheme.  

 

  

The books in year two are by 

the same company but are not 

phonetically decodable, as by 

this point we would expect all 

children to automatically read 

the sounds from phases 2 to 5.  



Key Stage Two 

In key stage two, pupils read a variety of quality texts in order to develop their reading skills and to 

further embed a love of reading. These texts are often linked to other curriculum areas. This 

promotes the use and understanding of a range of vocabulary linked to specific subjects.  

Children are encouraged to read aloud, individually and in pairs, before the information is further 

discussed and examined.  

 

Dialogic Talk as a tool for engaging with the text. 

Talk and discussion play a central role in deepening 

understanding and comprehension. Pupils discuss questions 

which require them to draw on evidence from the text and 

justify their answers. They are free to disagree and work 

hard to justify their choices. Through this process, a 

cumulative effect deepens understanding and 

comprehension and prompts pupils to probe their 

understanding of the text. 

Vocabulary across the curriculum 

Pupils discuss new words and build a wider understanding 

of vocabulary through building word families and exploring 

the meaning and etymology of different words. This 

provides a wider context to learning and enables pupils to 

make connections to prior and future knowledge. Subject 

specific and technical vocabulary is introduced and phonic 

knowledge from EYFS and KS1 is applied to develop 

fluency and understanding. 



 

Using drama as a tool for deepening engagement and 

inspiring creativity 

Through a range of drama techniques, pupils are provided with 

opportunities to further their comprehension and understanding 

of texts and engage on a deeper level with the characters that 

they encounter. Texts provide a departure point into creative 

story-making and give pupils opportunities to deal with broader 

themes. 

 

Individual Reading Books 

All children are encouraged to choose a reading book 

of their choice from the school library, their year group 

‘bucket list’ or from home. These books are accessible 

throughout the day.  

Children in lower key stage two are given a specific 

reading to take home, to accompany their book of 

choice.  

The individual reading books, are usually matched to 

ability but also provide the children with a range of 

different genres, text types and books with varied 



Reading Across the Curriculum 

From reception to year six our teaching staff use Hamilton Trust as the foundation of their English 

planning. The Hamilton Trust planning blocks, structure their units around high-quality 

inspirational and enjoyable texts which are always thoroughly enjoyed by both teachers and 

pupils.  

The books offer a broad range of genres, diverse cultures and many links to many other subject 

areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to inspirational books are always included within our subject learning journeys. Books have 

been specially selected to enhance children’s understanding and to put their learning into a real 

context.  


