
Recommended Reading Books for Year 5 
 

   Here are some high-quality reading recommendations for children in year 5.  
 

Title Image Author ISBN Overview 

Poison  Tammi 97805 Awesome animal guide 
 Salzano, 45202  

  893  

Gator on the  Sue 97803 A small alligator has mysteriously 
loose Stauffacher 75851 arrived at the city 

  315  

Secrets of  Dan 97801 The Shluffmuffins twins' long-lost 
Dripping Fang: Greenburg 52054 father has reappeared years after 
the Vampire’s & Angela 694 his tragic Porta Potti accident. 
Curse DiTerlizzi,   

The Witches  Roald Dahl 97801 Meet a hero, a wise old 
  42410 grandmother and the gruesome 
  110 grotesque gang of witches 
   imaginable 

Lady Lollipop  Dick King- 97807 Lollipop is no ordinary pig. 
 Smith 63621  

  810  

Four Children  Jacqueline 97801 It is inspired by E Nesbit's classic, 
and It Wilson 41341 Five Children and It. Jacqueline 

  446 Wilson's millions of fans will be 
   gripped by the relationship between 
   step-sisters Rosalind and Smash. 

Alex Rider:  Anthony 97811 It’s just another day in the life of the 
Crocodile Horowitz 01354 average kid! 
tears  834  

Water Wings 

 

Morris 97803 Water wings by Morris Gleitzman is 
 Gleitzman 33678 a book about family and 
  961 understanding. 

The Other  

 

Beverley 97801 This is the story of 12 year-old 
Side of Truth Naidoo 41304 Sade and her brother Femi who 

  762 flee to Britain from Nigeria. Their 
   father is a political journalist who 
   refuses to stop criticising the 
   military rulers in Nigeria. 
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Where the 
Red Fern 
Grows  

Anthony 
Heald 

n/a Soon their skills will be put to the 
test as they brave the dangers of 
the wilds for the ultimate glory. 

Dragon Rider  

 

Cornelia 
Funke 

97819 
11077 
855 

Firedrake, a brave young dragon, 
embarks on a magical journey to 
find the legendary place where 
silver dragons can live in peace for 
ever. 

Anne of Green 
Gables 

 

 

L M 
Montgomer 
y 

97801 
92737 
472 

Anne wishes her bright red hair was 
a beautiful auburn (not the green 
she accidentally dyed it). 
She dreams of pretty dresses and 
eating fancy cakes 

Double Act  

 

Jacqueline 
Wilson 

97804 
40867 
593 

Ruby and Garnet are ten-year-old 
twins. They're identical, and they do 
EVERYTHING together, especially 
since their mother died three years 
earlier - but they couldn't be more 
different 

Harry and the 
Wrinklies 

 

 

Alan 
Temperley 

97804 
39978 
378 

When the orphaned Harry is sent to 
live with his elderly aunts, he gets 
the shock of his life. His aunts are 
far from the dull, frail old ladies he's 
expecting 

Jump!: From 
the Life of 
Michael 
Jordan 

 

Floyd 
Cooper 

97803 
99242 
304 

Michael Jordan was once just an 
ordinary little boy growing up in a 
North Carolina suburb 

Friend or Foe  

 

Michael 
Morpurgo 

97814 
05233 
378 

Evacuated from London, David and 
Tucky feel like the war is a long 
way away from their new life in the 
countryside. Then one night the 
skyline of the moor is lit up with gun 
flashes. 

The 
Taggerung 

 

Brian 
Jacques 

97817 
82954 
460 

A baby otter is kidnapped from 
Redwall by Sawney's ruthless band 
of villains called the Juska. 

The Wizard of 
Earthsea 

 

 

Ursula Le 
Guin 

97801 
41354 
910 

The island of Gont is a land famous 
for wizards. Of these, some say the 
greatest - and surely the greatest 
voyager - is the man called 
Sparrowhawk 

 Boy's Life  
 

 

Robert R. 
McCammo 
n 

97806 
71743 
055 

Zephyr, Alabama, is an idyllic 
hometown for eleven-year-old Cory 
Mackenson -- a place where 
monsters swim the river deep and 
friends are forever. 

Jacqueline 
Wilson 

 

 

Jacqueline 
Wilson 

978- 
04408 
65476 

Tracy is ten years old and lives in a 
children's home, which all the 
children call "the dumping 
ground". Tracy is always in trouble 

The Danger 

 

Dick 
Francis 

97804 
49210 
376 

One of the top women jockeys in 
world has been kidnapped and 
Detective Andrew Douglas is sent 
to negotiate her release. 

Belly Flop  

 

Morris 
Gleitzman 

97803 
30345 
224 

Desperate to win back friends, and 
earn his family the gratitude of the 
hostile locals in his Australian town, 
11-year-old Mitch decides to 
become a world champion diver 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref%3Ddp_byline_sr_all_1?ie=UTF8&text=Anthony%2BHeald&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Anthony%2BHeald&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref%3Ddp_byline_sr_all_1?ie=UTF8&text=Anthony%2BHeald&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Anthony%2BHeald&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cornelia-Funke/e/B001ILHLGQ/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cornelia-Funke/e/B001ILHLGQ/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jacqueline-Wilson/e/B001H6SKOY/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jacqueline-Wilson/e/B001H6SKOY/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref%3Ddp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Alan%2BTemperley&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Alan%2BTemperley&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref%3Ddp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Alan%2BTemperley&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Alan%2BTemperley&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Michael-Morpurgo/e/B001HCUUT6/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Michael-Morpurgo/e/B001HCUUT6/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref%3Ddp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Ursula%2BLe%2BGuin&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Ursula%2BLe%2BGuin&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref%3Ddp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Ursula%2BLe%2BGuin&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Ursula%2BLe%2BGuin&sort=relevancerank
https://fab.lexile.com/book/details/9780671743055/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Robert-R.-McCammon/e/B000AP7UZS/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Robert-R.-McCammon/e/B000AP7UZS/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Robert-R.-McCammon/e/B000AP7UZS/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
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You Wouldn't 
Want To Be A 
Ninja Warrior! 

 

John 
Malam 

97805 
31208 
731 

They need the services of the 
"shadow warriors" young men and 
women who have been trained in 
the techniques of stealth warfare 

Mister Monday  

 

Garth Nix 97800 
07175 
017 

Arthur Penhaligon is not supposed 
to be a hero. He is supposed to die 
an early death. But then his life is 
saved by a key shaped like the 
minute hand of a clock. 

The invention 
of Hugo 
Cabret 

 

 

Brian 
Selznick 

97814 
07103 
488 

ORPHAN, CLOCK KEEPER, AND 
THIEF, twelve-year-old Hugo lives 
in the walls of a busy Paris train 
station, where his survival depends 
on secrets and anonymity. 

Titanic 

 

Mark 
Dubowski 

97807 
89434 
418 

This book brings to life the gripping 
story of the "unsinkable" Titanic and 
its doomed maiden voyage. 

Journey to the 
River Sea 

 

 

Eva 
Ibbotson 

97814 
47265 
689 

It is 1910 and Maia, tragically 
orphaned at thirteen, has been sent 
from England to start a new life with 
distant relatives in Manaus, 
hundreds of miles up the Amazon 

Tom's 
Midnight 
Garden 

 

 

Phillipa 
Pearce 

97801 
92734 
501 

Thirteen! Tom races down the 
stairs and out the back door, into a 
garden everyone told him wasn't 
there 

The Cat Who 
Went 
Underground 

 

 

Lilian Braun B00B 
XKOK 
BQ 

Jim Qwilleran packs up his old kit 
bag and his two Siamese cats, 
Koko and Yum 

Trapped  

 

Chris 
Jordan 

B01K2 
F0H5 
K 

Kelly is missing and in trouble. Jane 
knows she would never run away 
but the police won't listen. So Jane 
hires PI Randall Shane to track 
down Kelly. 

Football 
Champ 

 

 

Tim Green 97800 
61626 
913 

When Troy Silver proved his 
remarkable "football genius" to the 
Atlanta Falcons, they brought him 
on 

Watership 
Down 

 

 

Richard 
Adams 

97910 
90724 
273 

A group of rabbits flee their 
doomed warren and face many 
dangers to find and protect their 
new home. 

The Stolen 
Lake 

 

 

Joan Aiken 97800 
99477 
396 

On her way back to London aboard 
the Thrush, Dido and crew are 
summoned to the aid of the 
tyrannical queen of New Cumbria. 

Harry Potter 
and the 
Chamber of 
Secrets 

 

 

J K Rowling 97814 
08855 
669 

Harry Potter's summer has included 
the worst birthday ever, doomy 
warnings from a house-elf called 
Dobby 

Blabbermouth 

 

Morris 
Gleitzman 

97803 
30332 
835 

Rowena Batts is 11 and she lives 
with her dad in an orchard. In her 
new school she just wants to make 
a friend. 

The Secret 
Garden 

 

Frances 
Hodgson- 
Burnett 

97800 
99572 
954 

When Mary Lennox is sent to 
Misselthwaite Manor to live with her 
uncle everybody says she is the 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Brian-Selznick/e/B001HMLFMM/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Brian-Selznick/e/B001HMLFMM/ref%3Ddp_byline_cont_book_1
https://fab.lexile.com/book/details/9780515101232/
https://fab.lexile.com/book/details/9780515101232/
https://fab.lexile.com/book/details/9780515101232/
https://fab.lexile.com/book/details/9780778324713/
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    most disagreeable-looking child 
ever seen. 

The 
Adventures of 
Sherlock 
Holmes 

 

 

David 
Mackintosh 

97818 
47496 
164 

Sherlock Holmes wields his powers 
of deduction in pursuit of justice 
and truth, venturing out into foggy 
Victorian London 

Little Women  

 

Louisa May 
Alcott 

97819 
79323 
307 

The novel follows the lives of the 
four March sisters, Meg, Jo, Beth 
and Amy, from childhood into 
maturity. The journey is not an easy 
one 

 

Notes: 

https://fab.lexile.com/book/details/9780759398740/
https://fab.lexile.com/book/details/9780759398740/
https://fab.lexile.com/book/details/9780759398740/
https://fab.lexile.com/book/details/9780759398740/

